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ROBERT S. MCPHERSON
EXPANSION THROUGH ADVERSITY
Focusing on an important part of the Navajo borderlands—the 
northern frontier—this book shows how Navajos were able to defend 
and expand their territory, reservation, and population during a period 
when most Native Americans were losing their lands. They 
accomplished this, not through war or as a concerted effort organized 
from the top down, but by an “aggressive defensive” posture built on 
traditional culture and individual actions that varied with changing 
circumstances.
“A work as unique and beautiful as a Navajo rug, one which should 
receive the serious consideration of anyone interested in the tribe’s 
history. . . . well researched and tightly written.”
     —Clifford E. Trafzer, in American Indian  
        Culture and Research Journal
“Ethnohistorians will hail this book as a fine example of the kind of 
analysis possible when native peoples’ perspectives are examined. . . . 
affirms what [Navajos] have been telling us all along . . . that the 
Navajo played, and still play, an active role in determining their own 
destiny.”
     —Laura Graves, in Ethnohistory
Cover illustration: Tracking, by Robert Becenti; used by permission.
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